
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



64 







Nos. 23 — 25. Modern Jewellery. Mr. G. Ehni, Stuttgart, Havannah and Mexico. 



Various. 



Polishing and Painting Floors. 



Dissolve three ounces of potash and four drams of catechu 
in four pounds of boiling water, in an earthen pot. When these 
ingredients are dissolved, add two pounds of water and boil again, 
stirring in four ounces and a half of yellow wax with a wooden 
rod. Continue boiling until all the lumps of wax disappear. Let 
cool, and add three pounds more of water. In this condition, it 
is ready for use. By boiling the wax and potash together, a so- 
luble wax soap is formed, so that a floor waxed with this prepa- 
ration may be swept, but cannot be washed with water, for that 
would dissolve off the soluble wax soap. For this reason an oil 
paint is preferable to wax polish, the only advantage being that 
it dries quickly, while other paints require a long time, during 
which the room cannot be used. 

For painting floors, says the Building Neivs, the mineral paints 
are exclusively used. Paints which contain white lead are too soft, 
and wear off very easily. If a floor painted with oil colors wears 
off unreasonably fast, it is sure proof that the paint contained 
white lead. This generally happens because such colors cover better 
and are more easily applied. Even the use of varnish boiled with 
litharge is to be avoided, and one boiled with borate of man- 
ganese preferred. As a rule, it should have two coats, but the 
greatest care should be taken that the first be perfectly dry before 
the second is put on. After the floor has been painted, in order 
to give it a polish and make the surface more permanent it is 
coated with what is called "floor lac" which may be made thus: 
Dissolve one ounce of shellac in a quarter pound of 80 per cent 
spirits, and add to the solution one dram of camphor, and strain 
out the lees in a linen cloth. This lac is used after the paint is 
dry, and gives more tenacity to the surface. A fresh coat of lac 



may be applied from time to time as it wears off, and you have 
always a fine polished surface which can be washed. 



Archaeological Discovery. 

Mr. G. Smith of the British Museum gives the following ac- 
count of the record of the Deluge which he has lately deciphered 
from the Assyrian monuments. — "The cuneiform inscription which 
I have recently found and translated gives a long and full account 
of the Deluge. It contains the version or tradition of this event 
which existed in the early Chaldean period at the city of Erech 
(one of the cities of Nimrod), now represented by the ruins of 
Warka. In this newly -discovei'ed inscription the account of the 
Deluge is put as a narrative into the mouth of Xisuthrus or Noah. 
He relates the wickedness of the world, the command to build 
the ark, its building, the filling of it, the Deluge, the resting of 
the ark on a mountain , the sending out of the birds , and other 
matters. The narrative has a closer resemblance to the account 
transmitted by the Greeks from Berosus, the Chaldean historian 
than to the Biblical history, but it does not differ materially from 
either, the principal differences are as to the duration of the 
Deluge, the name of the mountain on which the ark rested, the 
sending out of the birds, etc. The cuneiform account is much 
longer and fuller than that of Berosus, and has several details 
omitted both by the Bible and the Chaldean historian. This in- 
scription opens up many questions of which we knew nothing 
previously, and it is connected with a number of other details of 
Chaldean history which will be both interesting and important. 
This is the first time any inscription has been found with arr ac- 
count of an event mentioned in Genesis. 



